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young men at the great English seats of learning. They can
be learned as well here as in the East; and they are not likely
to be studied in the East unless some attention has been
paid to them here. It will, we apprehend, very seldom
happen that a candidate will offer himself for examination
in Sanscrit or in Arabic; but, as such instances may occur,
we think it expedient to include those languages in the list
of subjects.
As to the other subjects we speak with more confidence.
Foremost among these subjects we place our own language
and literature. One or more themes for English compo-
sition ought to be proposed. Two papers of questions
ought to be set. One of those papers should be so framed
as to enable the candidates to show their knowledge of the
history and constitution of our country: the other ought to
be so framed as to enable them to show the extent of their
knowledge of our poets, wits, and philosophers.
In the two great ancient languages there ought to be an
examination not less severe than those examinations by
which the highest classical distinctions are awarded at
Oxford and Cambridge. At least three passages from
Latin writers ought to be set, to be translated into English.
Subjects should be proposed for original composition,
both in Latin verse and in Latin prose; and passages of
English verse and prose should be set, to be turned into
Latin. At least six passages from Greek writers should be
set, to be translated into English. Of these passages, one
should be taken from the Homeric poems, one from some
historian of the best age, one from some philosopher of
the best age, one from some Attic orator, and at least one
from the Attic drama. The candidates ought to have a full
opportunity of exhibiting their skill in translating both Eng-
lish prose and English verse into Greek; and there should be
a paper of questions which would enable them to show their
knowledge of ancient history, both political and literary.